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Letter to European peer — From Independence to freedom

Georgia fought for independence for many centuries. At the beginning of the 19t century, Georgia
became part of the Russian Empire, which led to the loss of its sovereignty. Nevertheless, the
Georgians managed to do so and first declared the independence of Georgia on May 26, 1918, but in
1921, the Soviet occupation again left the country outside the sphere of sovereignty. After 70 years
of domination, at the cost of great sacrifice, struggle and hardship, on April 9, 1991, Georgia regained
its independence, which was followed by a long-lasting struggle. This path teaches us that freedom
and independence are the things that the world values most and for which struggle is the goal of
every person. After gaining independence, Georgia has changed a lot, the greatest treasure of the
country has become a treasure trove — the preservation of language, traditions and diversity,
Georgians have been given freedom of speech, religion, expression of opinion, etc. People have been
given the opportunity to implement initiatives, and students and pupils have the opportunity to
acquire knowledge. For me, as a Georgian born in independent Georgia, the independence and
freedom that we have gained are very valuable and precious, as are the European values that | have
heard about and which are not foreign to you, as a person living in Europe. However, the sad reality
is that despite some progress and steps forward, we still lack much from European values. A large
part of the population still does not understand European values and their importance. People still
do not know how important the European Union is for the future of Georgia.

The freedom of our country and our people has alwayss been and will be important, because a
person is the happiest when he is free, because freedom is the most valuable achievement that we
humans have. Many famous heroes have sacrificed their lives for the freedom of Georgia. Many
people sacrificed their lives so that we could live in this independent country, which, of course, is
very appreciable, so we should not forgive anyone for encroaching on this achievement.



Today, despite the acute conflicts that exist in our country, the European future has always been and
is the prospect of a centuries-old and bright future for those Georgians who understand what
European values mean, because the European Union is based on values such as: respect for human
dignity, freedom, equality and the rule of law. It aims to ensure peace, prosperity and freedom in a
more just and secure world.

| think it is a great advantage for the people of Georgia that their country depends on European
values. | hope that Georgians will take this step towards success and a brighter future and appreciate
what is worth appreciating.

Anna Sigua



